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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

\ 1 . A system for accessing an electronic network with ai^electronic terminal via 

"a service provider, said electronic terminal having an associated identified said system comprising: 

an access station, wherein said electronic termjiial initially links with said 
access station via a first .communications link and whjfirein said identifier associated 



with said electronic terminal is transmitted to said acfcess station, wherein saidaccess 
station establishe s/an account based upon ^i^identifier and transmits connection 
information back* to said electronic termina/ for use in establishing a second 
communications^ink between said electron^/ terminal and said service provider, 
wherein ^eco^):ommiinications link is initiated between said electronic terminal 
and said service provider based upon saicy connection information, and wherein said 
service provider monitors a time of said second communications link and transmits 
data indicative of said time to said access station. 

x 2^ The system as set forth in ^flaim 1 , where in said access station associates said 



time with said account for billing purposes. 
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The system as set fqfth in claim 2, wherein said identifier of said electronic 
terminal is a telephone number. 

The system a^et forth in claim 3 , wherein said electronic terminal is portable, 
and when said electronic terminal is/used at a remote location from a home port associated with said 
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telephone number, said access station requires entry of additional information. 



The system as set forth in claim 4, ^herein said additional information 
corresponds to said account. 



The system as set forth in claim 4/ wherein said additional information is 
indicative of dialing instructions at said remote location/ 

^ The system as set forth in clainy 3 , wherein a monetary amount corresponding 
to said time of said second link is charged to said telephone number. 

"8^ The system as set forth in cmim 1 , wherein said access station associates a task 
with said identifier of said electronic terminal, wherein said password is transmitted to said 
electronic terminal via said first communications link and to said electronic network service provider 
via a third communications link. 
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A system for accessing an electronic network, said system comprising: 
an electronic netwprk service provider; 
an access station;/ y 
an electronic terminal for accessing said electronic network, said electronic 
terminal having an associated identifier, wherein said electronic terminal links with 
said access station via ;i first communications link and said access station (a) stores 
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data indicative of said identifier, (b) transmits said'data indicative of said identifier 
to said electronic network service provider via^a second communications link; and 
(c) provides said electronic terminal with an identifier associated with said electronic 
network service provider for use by said' electronic terminal in linking with said 
electronic network service provider wnerein, once a link between said electronic 
terminal and said electronic network service provider is established, said electronic 
network service provider monitors a number of time units associated with said 
established link and transmit/ data indicative of said time units to said access station 
for use in billing matters. 



1 The system a^ set forth in claim 9, wherein said identifier associated with said 
electronic terminal is a telephone number associated with a subscriber. 

The system as set forth in claim 9, wherein said identifier is an electronic 
address associated with a subscriber. 



12. A method of accessing the Internet with an electronic terminal and via an 
Internet service provider, said electronic terminal having an associated i dentifie r, said method 



comprising: 



providing an acc ess station; 
initially linking 
communications link; 



said electronic terminal with said access station via(^fost^) 
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transmitting from said 



establishin g ar^ac^unt ^ said access terminal corresponding to said 
electronic terminal; 

access station to said electronic terminal ISP 
connection information pertaining to said ISP; 

using said connection information to link said electronic terminal with said 
Internet service provider v^Tse sond communications link; 

monitoring time units associated with said second communications link; 



and 



purposes. 



multiplying said time units by a monetary rate to thereby obtain( ^ling data^ ) 



associating said billing data with said established account for billing 



13. The method as set fortlj in claim 12, wherein said steps of establishing said 
account further comprising: 

determining an identifier associated with said electronic terminal; and 
using said identifier to/establish a billing identifier. 



M. The method as set fojth in claim 13, wherein said step of establishing an 
account further comprising: 

establishing a password for said account. 



The method as set forfn in claim 14, said method further comprising: 
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• 



transmitting said billing identifier, said password<and an identifier associated 
with said Internet service provider to said electronic terminal as part of said 
connection information. 




16. The method as set forth in ^aim 15, said method further comprising: 

additionally transmitting said billing identifier and said password to said 
Internet service provid^via a third communications link. 



1 7. The method as set forth in claim 1 6, when said electronic terminal links with 
said Internet service provider via said second communications link, transmitting said billing 
identifier and said ^ssword from said electronic terminal to said Internet service provider and 
comparing saidfcilling identifier and said password transmitted via said second link with said billing 
identifier £nd password transmitted via said third link for log on purposes at said Internet service 
provider. 



18. A system for accessing a communications network with a terminal and via a 
source service provider, said terminal having an associated identifier indicative of an account, said 
system comprising: 

a facility, wherefri a time associated with access to said network with said 

terminal is stored at /aid facility, and wherein said facility associates a monetary 

charge corresponding to said time with said account. 
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